S10552

DEFENSE OF MARRIAGE ACT

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I did
not have an opportunity to speak dur-
ing consideration of the Defense of
Marriage Act, so I would like to take a
moment now to explain my vote.

I voted for the Defense of Marriage
Act for a very simple reason. For thou-
sands of years, marriage has been an
institution that represents a union be-
tween a man and a woman, and I do not
support changing the definition of mar-
riage or altering its meaning.

Those of the same sex who have a
long-term relationship and who wish to
provide a legal framework for that re-
lationship should aspire to enact legis-
lation in the States that creates such a
legal framework. But that should not
include changing the definition of mar-
riage to allow same-sex marriages, and
it should not require all States to rec-
ognize that legal relationship.

I simply do not believe that we
should in any way dilute the meaning
of this important institution. Marriage
is what binds a husband, wife, and chil-
dren into a single unit—a family—
which is the cornerstone of our society.
Those who would say that this impor-
tant tradition should be altered are
simply wrong.

For that reason, I voted for the De-
fense of Marriage Act.

———

THE SITUATION IN IRAQ

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I have
been glued to the television today in
order to keep myself updated on the
situation in Iraq. Needless to say, I am
more than a little frustrated that no
attempts have been made by the Presi-
dent to consult the Congress on this
swiftly evolving situation. I do not say
this lightly, Mr. President, but CNN re-
porting is not what I would consider
fulfillment of the President’s reporting
obligation in the War Powers Act.

The War Powers Act states that the
“President in every possible instance
shall consult with Congress before’ in-
troducing troops into imminent hos-
tilities and shall also consult with Con-
gress regularly after the introduction
of combat troops. Mr. President, that
also applies when situations develop
into hostilities. This obligation was
easily overlooked for the incident on
August 31. The Congress was adjourned
on recess, making it difficult, if not
impossible to brief Members prior to
taking action. The Congress stood with
the President in an effort to fully sup-
port our troops and his decision as
Commander in Chief. However, the cur-
rent situation is quite different. The
Congress is here, and we are waiting.
Let me be clear, Mr. President, support
for our troops is steadfast. But the
President cannot assume the continued
support of Congress if he fails to keep
us informed.

Mr. President, the President acted to
counter Saddam Hussein’s aggression
against the Kurds, and quickly de-
clared victory. The President’s policy
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to-date is not a victory. In less than a
week’s time, the premature declaration
has soured into a situation that has
our pilots being shot at in the Northern
No-Fly Zone, Hussein gaining a strong
foothold in the former Kurdish safe-
haven, and a movement of American
personnel and equipment into the Per-
sian Gulf. If a strong and clear policy is
not defined soon, the President’s policy
in the gulf will most assuredly become
an abject failure. It’s time to come to
the Congress and the American people
with a defined mission, goals and exit
strategy. It is time for the President to
fulfill his obligations under the War
Powers Act.

In my speech on the situation in
Iraq, just a week ago today, I expressed
concerns about the President’s failure
to maintain the alliance with our gulf
war partners. Without the coalition, we
risk losing the necessary strategic ad-
vantage we how hold, and our defensive
presence in the gulf will necessarily de-
teriorate. Saddam Hussein is testing
our resolve in the Persian Gulf by his
efforts to play divide and conquer with
the United States and our coalition
partners from the gulf war. Without a
clearly defined missioned and policy,
we will continue to be pulled into a sit-
uation that will isolate us in the region
and leave few, if any, positive options
to resolve the situation.

Saddam Hussein is not an individual
to be toyed with. He understands little
other than aggression, and we should
be wary that for him, embarrassing the
United States at any cost may be con-
sidered a victory. This is very impor-
tant, Mr. President, because that cost
could include American lives.

Mr. President, the reporting on CNN
provides good and timely information,
but it does not provide insight, direc-
tion, or a clear message about the pol-
icy you intend to pursue. Therefore, it
is my hope and my purpose to encour-
age the President to fulfill his obliga-
tion to the Congress under the War
Powers Act for the American people
and for our troops.

————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his
secretaries.

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting one treaty and sun-
dry nominations which were referred to
the appropriate committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———

REPORT CONCERNING THE NA-
TIONAL EMERGENCY WITH RE-
SPECT TO IRAN—MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT—PM 168

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message

September 13, 1996

from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

To the Congress of the United States:

I hereby report to the Congress on
developments concerning the national
emergency with respect to Iran that
was declared in Executive Order 12957
of March 15, 1995, and matters relating
to the measures in that order and in
Executive Order 12959 of May 6, 1995.
This report is submitted pursuant to
section 204(c) of the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act, 50
U.S.C. 1703(c) (IEEPA), and section
505(c) of the International Security and
Development Cooperation Act of 1985,
22 U.S.C. 2349aa-9(c). This report dis-
cusses only matters concerning the na-
tional emergency with respect to Iran
that was declared in Executive Order
12957 and does not deal with those re-
lating to the emergency declared on
November 14, 1979, in connection with
the hostage crisis.

1. On March 15, 1995, I issued Execu-
tive Order 12957 (60 Fed. Reg. 14615,
March 17, 1995) to declare a national
emergency with respect to Iran pursu-
ant to IEEPA, and to prohibit the fi-
nancing, management, or supervision
by United States persons of the devel-
opment of Iranian petroleum resources.
This action was in response to actions
and policies of the Government of Iran,
including support for international ter-
rorism, efforts to undermine the Mid-
dle East peace process, and the acquisi-
tion of weapons of mass destruction
and the means to deliver them. A copy
of the order was provided to the Speak-
er of the House of Representatives and
the President of the Senate by letter
dated March 15, 1995. Following the im-
position of these restrictions with re-
gard to the development of Iranian pe-
troleum resources, Iran continued to
engage in activities that represent a
threat to the peace and security of all
nations, including Iran’s continuing
support for international terrorism, its
support for acts that undermine the
Middle East peace process, and its in-
tensified efforts to acquire weapons of
mass destruction. On May 6, 1995, 1
issued Executive Order 12959 to further
respond to the Iranian threat to the
national security, foreign policy, and
economy of the United States.

Executive Order 12959 (60 Fed. Reg.
24757, May 9, 1995) (1) prohibits expor-
tation from the United States to Iran
or to the Government of Iran of goods,
technology, or services; (2) prohibits
the reexportation of certain U.S. goods
and technology to Iran from third
countries; (3) prohibits transactions
such as brokering and other dealing by
United States persons in goods and
services of Iranian origin or owned or
controlled by the Government of Iran;
(4) prohibits new investments by
United States persons in Iran or in
property owned or controlled by the
Government of Iran; (5) prohibits U.S.
companies and other United States per-
sons
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